THE BIG QUESTIONS (PHIL 1-002) Fall 2022

Monday & Wednesday, 10:10 am - 11:00 am Class #: 19472
Willard Building, Room 360 Course 1D: 035256
INSTRUCTOR DISCUSSION LEADER

Dr. Ted Toadvine Daniel Calzadillas-Rodriguez

Email: tat30@psu.edu Email: calzadillas@psu.edu

Office: Zoom only (until office reopens) Office: 225 Sparks Building

Office Hours: Mondays, 12:30 - 2:30 pm and by Office Hours: Tues., 3:15 - 4:15 pm; Wedns.,

appointment 11:15 am - 12:15 pm; and by appointment

Discussion sections:
Fridays, 10:10 - 11:00 am, 167 Willard
Fridays, 11:15 am - 12:05 pm, 151 Willard

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Intended for all majors, this course plunges students into the deepest philosophical questions: Who am I? How
should I liver What are my obligations to society? Students will meet a range of historical and contemporary
formulations of these questions, study responses from a variety of cultural perspectives, and acquire the analytical
and expository skills to reflect on and develop their own perspectives. The course proceeds through reading,
discussion, and writing,

This course meets the Bachelor of Arts: Humanities degree requirements and satisfies the General Education:
Humanities (GH) requirement as well as the General Education Learning Objectives in Critical and Analytical
Thinking and Key Literacies. It may be used to fulfill the major or minor requirements in Philosophy.

GOALS & OBJECTIVES

Students who successfully complete this course are expected to have gained the ability to:

* Engage in reflection on fundamental philosophical issues and develop their own perspective on these issues;
* Present and assess views that differ from their own, including perspectives related to race, class, gender,
sexuality, religion, and citizenship as these bear on the framing and interpretation of philosophical issues;

* Compare, contrast, and evaluate representative philosophical perspectives from a range of historical and

cultural locations;
* Demonstrate critical thinking, reading, writing, and discussion skills relevant to philosophical inquiry.

COURSE TEXTBOOK

Most readings for this course are from Traversing Philosophical Boundaries, 4th edition, edited by Max Hallman
(Wadsworth 2012). The text is available from the university bookstore and may also be rented or purchased
in hardcopy online (https://www.cengage.com/c/traversing-philosophical-boundaries-4e-hallman/
9781111298180/?searchlsbn=9781111298180 ). Additional materials will be made available digitally through
the Canvas website for this course.

PARTICIPATION & DISCUSSION

Success in this course requires active participation, which includes attending all classes, reading all assigned
material prior to class, and participating productively and respectfully in class discussions.

Discussion is crucial to this class, and we will do our best to help you feel at ease and welcome to
contribute to the conversation. The best way to understand these sometimes difficult and controversial topics
is to talk about them with each other, so please feel free to contribute any question, objection, or other
thought about the topic at hand when such occurs to you. We expect you to follow these guidelines
throughout our discussions:

* Be respectful. We are not debating but rather learning from each other’s experiences and viewpoints. Be
critical of ideas and facts, not your classmates.

* Be open-minded. You may be misinformed or lack perspective. Two different opinions may both be
correct. Be open to changing your mind.

* Share the space. Do not dominate the discussion. Listen carefully and speak thoughtfully.

* Work to create and maintain a safe space for all. Build community!


https://www.cengage.com/c/traversing-philosophical-boundaries-4e-hallman/9781111298180/?searchIsbn=9781111298180
https://www.cengage.com/c/traversing-philosophical-boundaries-4e-hallman/9781111298180/?searchIsbn=9781111298180

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. participation in discussion sections 10%
2. pre-class online reading assessments 20%
3. first essay 15%
4. midterm exam 15%
5. second essay 20%
6. final exam 20%

Participation in discussion sections: You atre expected to attend and actively participate in your
designated discussion section. 10% of your final grade will reflect your participation as assessed by your
discussion leader.

Pre-class online reading assessments: You are expected to complete an online reading assessment prior
to each class in which a reading is assigned, starting in the second week of the course. These timed
assessments will consist of brief true/false or multiple choice questions based on the readings assigned for
the next class meeting. Reading assessments are open book and open note (but NOT open internet or
open classmates). The best way to prepare for these assessments is to read all assigned materials carefully
and completely. Assessments will be available until the start of the class when the readings are to be
discussed. No late or makeup assessments will be given. If a documented illness, emergency, or excused
absence from campus prevents you from completing an assessment, the grade for that assessment will be
dropped. The average of your reading assessments will count for 20% of your final grade.

Essays: You will complete two essays of 800 - 1000 words (about 3 double-spaced pages) in response to
essay questions posted on Canvas. Each essay will ask you to develop your own perspective on a
philosophical issue in dialogue with one or more of the authors discussed in class; outside research is not
expected. Essays must be submitted through Canvas in a standard format (.doc, .docx, .pdf). Late essays
will lose one full letter grade for each calendar day that they are late. The first essay will be worth 15% of
your final grade, and the second essay will be worth 20% of your final grade.

Students are responsible for ensuring that their work is consistent with Penn State’s expectations about
academic integrity. For your essay assignments, we will be using a tool, Turnitin, to confirm that you have
used sources accurately in your paper. Additional information about the Turnitin plagiarism prevention
tool is available on the Turnitin site (turnitin.com) and PSU’s Turnitin Student Help page
(turnitin.psu.edu/student). If you have any questions about how to cite your soutces, please review the
materials available on the following pages:

* Penn State Academic Integrity Tutorial: www.academicintegrity.psu.edu

* iStudy module on Academic Integrity, Plagiarism and Copyright:
tutorials.istudy.psu.edu/academicintegrity

* Liberal Arts Academic Integrity Resources for Students:
la.psu.edu/current-students /undergraduate-students /education/academic-integrity /students

Grading rubric for essays:
A (90% or above) = Excellent. No mistakes, well-written, and distinctive in some way or other.
B (80% or above) = Good. No significant mistakes, well-written, but not distinctive in any way.
C (70% or above) = Okay. Some errors, but a basic grasp of the material.
D (60% or above) = Poor. Significant errors. A tenuous grasp of the material.
F (below 60%) = Failing. Problematic on all fronts indicating either no real grasp of the material or a
lack of appropriate effort.

Midterm and Final Exams: Midterm and final exams will both be conducted online. Exams will be
timed for one hour, and they must be completed during the designated time period. It is recommended
that you complete exams in a quiet location with reliable internet access. Exams are open book and open
note (but NOT open internet or open classmates). The midterm exam will cover all material assigned as
readings or discussed in class since the beginning of the course; the final exam will cover all material since
the midterm exam. A list of terms and concepts for review will be posted on Canvas at least one week
prior to the exam dates. Exams will include a mix of question formats that may include true/false, fill-in-
the-blank, definitions, short answer questions, and essays. The midterm exam will be worth 15% of the
final course grade, and the final exam will be worth 20% of the final course grade


http://turnitin.com
http://turnitin.psu.edu/student
http://www.academicintegrity.psu.edu
http://tutorials.istudy.psu.edu/academicintegrity
http://la.psu.edu/current-students/undergraduate-students/education/academic-integrity/students

© Course Grading Scale: Final course grades will be assigned according to the following scale. Grades will
not be adjusted to fit a standard distribution curve, nor will “close” grades be rounded to a higher grade.

A 93% and above

A- 90% or higher but below 93%
B+  87% or higher but below 90%
B 83% or higher but below 87%
B- 80% or higher but below 83%

+ 77% or higher but below 80%
70% or higher but below 77%
60% or higher but below 70%
below 60%
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COURSE POLICIES & UNIVERSITY STATEMENTS

* COVID-19: The course will be following Penn State COVID-19 guidance for faculty and instructors,
which are available here: https://vpfa.psu.edu/files/2022/08/Penn-State-StudentCO VID-19Guidance-
for-Faculty-and-Instructors.081622.pdf. This information may be updated as CDC guidance and

conditions change. Current CDC and PSU guidelines do not requite quarantine after exposure, regardless
of vaccination status. Students who have been exposed are strongly encouraged to wear a well-fitting, high
quality mask for 10 days following exposure and to test on day 5. Contact Tracing will continue to collect
close contacts and notify students via email with further instruction for masking and testing.

* Incompletes and extensions will be given only in the event of documented illness or emergencies.

* Classroom use of electronics: Use of electronic equipment, including cell phones, tablets, and laptop
computers, is prohibited during this class. Exceptions to this policy may be requested from the instructor
and will be granted only for legitimate academic reasons. Any use of computers for academic reasons will
be monitored throughout the term, and failure to restrict their use to this function will result in the
revocation of any computer privileges.

* Inclement Weather: It is generally expected that class will meet unless the University is officially closed
for inclement weather. If, however, it becomes necessary to cancel class while the University remains open,
this will be announced on Canvas.

* Academic Integrity: Academic integrity is the pursuit of scholarly activity in an open, honest, and
responsible manner. Academic integrity is a basic guiding principle for all academic activity at The
Pennsylvania State University, and all members of the University community are expected to act in
accordance with this principle. Consistent with this expectation, the University’s Code of Conduct states
that all students should act with personal integrity; respect other students’ dignity, rights, and property; and
help create and maintain an environment in which all can succeed through the fruits of their efforts.

Academic integrity includes a commitment by all members of the University community not to engage
in or tolerate acts of falsification, misrepresentation, or deception. Such acts of dishonesty violate the
fundamental ethical principles of the University community and compromise the worth of work completed
by others.

Please review and familiarize yourself with the Code of Conduct and Academic Integrity policies. In
accordance with these policies, violations of academic integrity will be met with disciplinary action
consistent with the offense, ranging from a warning to failure of the course.

© University Code of Conduct:

https:/ /studentaffairs.psu.edu/support-safety-conduct/student-conduct/code-conduct
© University Academic Integrity Policy: http://undergrad.psu.edu/aappm/G-9-academic-integrity.html
© College of the Liberal Arts Academic Integrity Policy:

https:/ /la.psu.edu/current-students /undereraduate-students /education /academic-integrity

* Disability Accommodation: Penn State welcomes students with disabilities into the University’s
educational programs. Every Penn State campus has an office for students with disabilities. Student
Disability Resources (SDR) website provides contact information for every Penn State campus
(http://equity.psu.edu/student-disability-resources/disability-coordinator). For further information, please



https://vpfa.psu.edu/files/2022/08/Penn-State-StudentCOVID-19Guidance-for-Faculty-and-Instructors.081622.pdf
https://vpfa.psu.edu/files/2022/08/Penn-State-StudentCOVID-19Guidance-for-Faculty-and-Instructors.081622.pdf
https://studentaffairs.psu.edu/support-safety-conduct/student-conduct/code-conduct
http://undergrad.psu.edu/aappm/G-9-academic-integrity.html
https://la.psu.edu/current-students/undergraduate-students/education/academic-integrity
http://equity.psu.edu/student-disability-resources/disability-coordinator

visit Student Disability Resources website (http://equity.psu.edu/student-disability-resources/).

In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, you must contact the appropriate
disability services office at the campus where you are officially enrolled, participate in an intake interview,
and provide documentation. See documentation guidelines at
http://equity.psu.edu/student-disability-resources/guidelines. If the documentation supports your request
for reasonable accommodations, your campus disability services office will provide you with an
accommodation letter. Please share this letter with your instructors and discuss the accommodations with
them as early as possible. You must follow this process for every semester that you request
accommodations.

Counseling and Psychological Services: Many students at Penn State face personal challenges or have
psychological needs that may interfere with their academic progress, social development, or emotional
wellbeing. The university offers a variety of confidential services to help you through difficult times,
including individual and group counseling, crisis intervention, consultations, online chats, and mental
health screenings. These services are provided by staff who welcome all students and embrace a
philosophy respectful of clients’ cultural and religious backgrounds, and sensitive to differences in race,
ability, gender identity and sexual orientation.

© Counseling and Psychological Services at University Park (CAPS): 814-863-0395,

http://studentaffairs.psu.edu/counseling/
© Counseling and Psychological Services at Commonwealth Campuses
http://senate.psu.edu/faculty/counseling-services-at-commonwealth-campuses/
o Penn State Crisis Line (24 hours/7 days/week): 877-229-6400
© Crisis Text Line (24 hours/7 days/week): Text LIONS to 741741

Educational Equity and Reporting Bias: Penn State takes great pride to foster a diverse and inclusive
environment for students, faculty, and staff. Acts of intolerance, discrimination, or harassment due to age,
ancestry, color, disability, gender, gender identity, national origin, race, religious belief, sexual orientation,
or veteran status are not tolerated and can be reported through Educational Equity via the Report Bias
webpage: http://equity.psu.edu/reportbias/



http://equity.psu.edu/student-disability-resources/
http://equity.psu.edu/student-disability-resources/guidelines
http://studentaffairs.psu.edu/counseling/
http://senate.psu.edu/faculty/counseling-services-at-commonwealth-campuses/
http://equity.psu.edu/reportbias/

ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE

This schedule may be revised as the course proceeds, with any changes announced in class and on Canvas.

Week 1 8/22 - Introduction to the Big Questions
Introduction to the course

8/24
Discussion of the Big Questions

8/26

Meet with discussion section

Week 2 8/29 - Who am I?
Upanishads, Dialogue with Death (7-11)
Locke, On Personal Identity (12-18)

8/31
Buddhist Scriptures, The Questions of King Milinda on the Self (18-22)
Hume, There is no Personal Identity (22-27)

9/2

Meet with discussion section

Week 3 9/5 - No classes: Labor Day Holiday

9/7
Plato, The Nature of the Soul and its Relation to the Body (31-45)

9/9

Meet with discussion section

Week 4 9/12
Descartes, Of the Real Distinction between Mind and Body (45-51)
Parfit, Divided Minds and the Nature of Persons (51-57)

9/14
Freud, The Question of Lay Analysis (93-106)

9/16
Meet with discussion section
FIRST ESSAY DUE

Week 5 9/19
Skinner, The lusion of Human Freedom (113-119)



9/21
Sartre, Existentialism is a Humanism (120-128)

9/23
Meet with discussion section

Week 6 9/26 - How should I live?
Mencius, On Human Goodness (358-361)
Kant, The Good Will and Morality (362-368)

9/28
Bentham, The Principle of Utility (369-373)
Schweitzer, Compassion and Reverence for Life (383-388)

9/30

Meet with discussion section

Week 7 10/3
Wong, Relativism (389-396)

10/5
Review for Midterm Exam
Midterm Course Evaluation

10/7

Meet with discussion section

Week 8 10/10
No in-person class.
MIDTERM EXAM to be completed online during class time.

10/12
LaDuke, Voices from White Earth
[centerforneweconomics.org/publications /voices-from-white-earth-gaa-waabaabiganikaag]

10/14
Meet with discussion section

Week 9 10/17
Held, The Ethics of Care (422-431)

10/19
Hospers, What Means this Freedom? (431-440)

10/21

Meet with discussion section


https://centerforneweconomics.org/publications/voices-from-white-earth-gaa-waabaabiganikaag/

Week 10 10/24 - What are my obligations to society?
Plato, Crito (447-455)

10/26
Rousseau, The Social Contract (456-463)

10/28

Meet with discussion section

Week 11 10/31
Mills, The Racial Contract (468-477)

11/2
Marx and Engels, The Communist Manifesto (478-492)

11/4
Meet with discussion section
SECOND ESSAY DUE

Week 12 11/7
Dewey, In Defense of Democracy (500-500)

11/9
Camus, On Revolt (534-540)
Gandhi, Principles of Nonviolence (541-545)

11/11
Meet with discussion section

Week 13 11/14
King, Letter from Birmingham Jail (546-556)

11/16
Valadez, The Metaphysics of Oppression (298-305)

11/18
Meet with discussion section

Week 14 11/21, 11/23, 11/25: No Classes (Fall Break)

Week 15 11/28
hooks, Feminism: A Transformational Politic (564-571)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tW9w8nY73-M
https://www.thenation.com/article/why-climate-change-not-inevitable/

11/30
Frye, The Politics of Reality (225-237)

12/2
Meet with discussion section

Week 16 12/5
Goldman, Anarchism: What it Really Stands For (580-588)

12/7
Closing discussion
Review for Final Exam

12/9

Meet with discussion section

Final Exam  Wednesday, December 14th, 4:40 pm - 6:30 pm.
No in-person meeting. Final exam to be completed online.


https://www.romereports.com/en/2021/10/18/nine-requests-from-the-pope-in-the-name-of-god-in-his-address-to-popular-movements/

